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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Northwest Arctic Borough

Project Title: 

Northwest Arctic Borough - Regional Magnet School

State Funding Requested: $ 150,000 House District: 40 - T
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Northwest Arctic Borough School District and the Alaska Technical Center is currently developing a
plan to establish a statewide residential magnet school serving 100 students that is focused on careers
in mining, teaching, and healthcare. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $35,000,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Explanation of Other Funds:

Will be seeking additional funding from a variety of sources. 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District (NWABSD) is currently developing a plan to establish a statewide residential
magnet school serving 100 students focusing on careers in mining, teaching, and healthcare.  The school will serve
students in grades 11-14 and specialize in preparing students for available long term employment. The program will
combine the resources of the Kotzebue High School, the Alaska Technical Center, and Chukchi College.  Students will have
the ability to receive a high school diploma, and up to two years of college and technical education leading to a career or
industry certification.  Across the state, there is a need and future demand for employees in these well paying career fields.
Currently, there is no school in Alaska that is filling this need.  Nationally there are many states that have schools that
include postsecondary work leading to a degree or certification. As a hub community with a local mine and modern hospital,
Kotzebue is an ideal place to build a magnet school.  Eventually the magnet school program will require construction of a
100 student dormitory for high school students and additional housing facilities and classroom space at the Alaska
Technical Center.  The first request of $150,000 will be used for more concrete planning regarding the program and
preliminary design work.

Project Timeline:
Preliminary design is scheduled for 2008 (winter)and 2009 (spring). Facility construction is projected for 2009 with
completion in August 2010. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Northwest Arctic borough School District
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Cheryl Jong
Phone Number:  442-3472
Address:  Box 51 Kotzebue, AK. 99752
Email: cjong@nwarctic.org 

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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